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The Cross Was His Own 


They borrowed a bed to lay His head 
When Christ the Lord came down; 
They borrowed an ass in the mountain pass 
For Him to ride to town 
But the crown He wore and the cross He bore were 
His own. 
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He borrowed the bread when the crowd He fed 
On the grassy mountain side; 
= He borrowed the dish of broken fish 
a With which He satisfied. a 
But the crown He wore and the cross He bore were 
His own. 
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He borrowed a ship in which to sit 

To teach the multitude; 

He borrowed the nest in which to rest, 
He had never a home so rude; 
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aa But the crown He wore and the cross He bore were = 
g His own. = 
f He borrowed a room on the way to the tomb 
= The passover lamb to eat; 5 
ie They borrowed a cave; for Him a grave; S| 
C They borrowed a winding sheet. : 
¥ But the crown He wore and the cross He bore were =i 
4 His own. cl 
The thorns on His head were worn in my stead, iS 
gy For me the Saviour died; = 
a For guilt of my sin the nails drove in a 
= When Him they crucified; Fl 


Though the crown He wore and the cross He bore 
were His own, 
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They rightly were mine. | | . 
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News and Notes 


New officers of the Joint Union Committee were elected when representatives 
of the Evangelical, American and United Evangelical Lutheran Churches met 
in Chicago, March 3-4. The election was made necessary by the death last 
December of Dr. Tillman M. Sogge, professor of economics at S. Olaf College 
in Northfield, Minn., who had headed the JUC from 1954 to 1958. Chatting 
- during a “coffee break” are Dr. William Larsen of Blair, Nebr., president of 
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church (center), who was named chairman 
of the JUC, flanked on his right by Dr. O. G. Malmin of Minneapolis, Minn., 
editor of the Lutheran Herald, official weekly of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, who was chosen as vice chairman, and on his left by Dr. William L. 
Young of Columbus, Ohio, executive secretary of the Board of Higher Educa- 
_ tion of the American Lutheran Church, who has been secretary of the JUC 
since it was organized in 1950. 


oy Elk Horn, Iowa. Miss Maya Winther 
- spoke to 130 women at a meeting in 
Elk Horn, Iowa, recently. 


National Lutheran Council. Dr. Behn- 
ken has now written to Dr. Paul C. 
Empie, Executive Secretary of NLC 
that he is willing to Discuss Unity if 
doctrine is on the agenda. He also 
states that he withdraws the state- 
ment that the doctrinal positions of 
The ALC and of the other Lutherans 
negotiating merger are ‘in a state of 
flux.” 


We are happy for this letter from 


Dr. Behnken. We are sure it will be 
well received by all other Lutherans. 


TBs 

_ Hutchinson, Minn. Rev. Edward A. 
Hansen, pastor. The congregation has 
called Mr. Norman Systelien as par- 
bist assistant. Mr. Systelien is a lay- 
man. He comes from Mission Hill, S. 
Dak. This no doubt is the first con- 
-gregation in our synod calling a man 
as parish worker. 


“ 


Be Dr. John W. Behnken, President of 
the Mo. Synod, withdraws his state- 
ment. We refer to our editorial, page 
15, last issue, and other news items 
pertaining to the Mo. Synod and the 


Reedley, Calif. Ebenezer Lutheran 
Church is making progress with its 
building plans. The congregation will 
be renamed Christ Lutheran Church. 
THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN, Official Organ of the 
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IOWA W.M.S. CIRCUIT MEETING 


Circuit No. 1 — Viborg, (City) & 
Dak, Thurs. April 16th, Mrs. Erma 
Jensen, Leader. ; 


Circuit No. 2 — Royal, Iowa, way 
April 22nd, Mrs. Arnold Lundbeck# 
Leader. 


Circuit No. 3 — Coulter, Iowa. 
day April 17th, Mrs. Everett Christer 
sen, Leader. +) 


Circuit No. 4 — Avoca, Iowa, Tues: 
April 7th, 1 p.m. - 


Circuit No. 5 — Atlantic, loway 
Thurs. April 16th, Mrs. Victor Peter 
sen. Leader. 


Circuit No. 6 — Exira, Iowa, F1 
April 3rd. 4 


These are all day meetings. Regis 
tration at 10:00 am. A noon luncheor 
will be served and special speakers 
will feature the programs. - 


Round table discussions will also k 
a part of the program, in which e 
member may share their ideas 
thoughts. 


; 

The offering of the day is designate 
to Our Project Plan, which is $1500.( , 
and should be sent to our Iowa Dis 


oN 
Plan now to attend these Cire | 
meetings. : 


This year we hope that many of 
the E.L.C. and A.L.C. ladies, in 
area of these Circiut meetings, v 
also come. ‘ 


trict treasurer Mrs. Tange at Rol 
Towa. * 


Mrs. A. N. Beck 
Iowa Dist. W.M.S. Pres. — 


— 


(Continued on page 16) 
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ditorials and Comments 


THE KING ON AN ASS 


No one will ever get tired thinking of Jesus, the Son 
f God, the King of kings, coming into the capital of 
is country on an ass. He came to be king. 


‘The Friday after that ride into Jerusalem he stood 
efore Pilate and said he was a king and that that was 
is mission in the world. But Pilate did not accept such 
_king, and he listened to the voice of his enemies, 
rucify him. 
“Then the king bearing his crown of thorns and carry- 
ig his cross was led out of Jerusalem to be crucified 
a Calvary. What a king! 
How can such a king expect to conquer? How can 
to conquer today? Yet he expects to con- 

r 

Paul understood the mystery of this king when he 
ai For the word of the cross is folly to those that 
re perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the 
ver of God. 
Vhen we come home after the forenoon service we 
metimes turn the TV on the Oral Roberts show. 
1ere Roberts stands in his shirt sleeves and tells God 
yhat to do. There is no such a thing as a king coming 
neck in this show. 


At is typical that men of that type draw great crowds. 
he Christian Century recently wrote: 


1 its annual “most admired man” survey the Gallup 
1 named Billy Graham, Pope John XXIII, Bishop Fulton 
en, Norman Vincent Peale and Oral Roberts as the five 
igious leaders whose names and faces most often ap- 
red before the American public during 1958. The mem- 
of this disparate group have two things in common. 
has made constant and effective use of the media 
mass communication, and each has steered clear of ad- 
‘acy of prophetic Christianity. Religious faith applies 
idly to personal needs, as these men well know. But 


of outreach to society, to the economic and political 
ler and to racial, community and national relationships, 
nething happens to Christianity. Do the most admired 
ever pause to ask themselves what they are doing to 


We must never forget the Palm Sunday King. He 
> a meek king. He did not come as “the princes of 
hurch” in a certain church come now. He is not 
ed by a group of men in a golden chair. 


great cathedrals with their elaborate ceremonies 
not the heart of the church. The heart is the meek 
and when he comes riding on such a lowly animal 
n ass, then we really see him as he wants to come 
ng men. Learn of me for I am meek and lowly 
, was one of his cherished expressions. 


. ‘real king in the church comes in such a lowly 
; pce is an so Agate man prmee the eternal 
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writes: “The Apostles were just ordinary men on the 
lowest stratum of society. Therefore was their authority 
so much stronger. They were nothing in themselves, 
not geniuses. They were not men of prestige, but fisher- 
men—so their authority was from God.” He refers 
to Socrates who did not think it fitting to use the ele- 
gant language suggested by a young man for his defense, 
because he was too old for such childishness.” Kierke- 
gaard adds: “How much more unbecoming for God 
to use fine Greek.” 


Take the Sacrament of Baptism. Here is a pastor 
and a mother with a crying baby. He takes a little — 
water, and he says some Biblical words and baptizes — 
the child. It is so simple, and yet this is God doing a 
divine miracle. a 


Watch the Lord’s Supper being celebrated. A little 
bread and a little wine. It is so simple. Yet in this — 
simple act the King of kings is present. There he does " 
his work. : 


Attend a service in the country. The church may be 4 
rather shabby looking. The singing is not very good. 3 
Yet the King of kings comes there in his Word. ‘a 


It is just like the King coming on a lowly donkey — 
Palm Sunday morning. = 

Think of the Christian gospel advancing. The mes-_ _ 
sengers were often very lowly people. They were not — 
recognized by the world. The state was often opposed 
to them, just as it it in many countries today. But this — 
only served to sharpen their faith and their dependenea 
on the King. The gospel won. The gospel will win, 
for the King said I am with you always . 

Sometimes it seems as if the gospel has no place at 
all. The excitement of the tournaments, the 101 clubs 
and activities in even the smallest hamlet seem to make 
no room for the King, yet he comes riding. The donkey 
becomes a white horse. We recall the vision of John, 
“Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! 
He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he judges and makes war.” Rev. 19, 10. 

Let us keep Palm Sunday in the proper manner. Let — 
us not forget the King came meek, riding upon an ass... — 


THE LORD HAS NEED OF THEM nS 


There is one Palm Sunday message we should not 
overlook. Jesus said to his disciples when he sent them 
to get the ass and the colt, that if any one objected that ; 
they take the animals, they should simply say: The : 
Lord has need of them. 

This may well be applied on our stewardship this laste 
month of our synodical year. The Lord needs a portion: 
of our money in his service. 

The Lord also said that when they said this, “he will 
send them immediately.” : 

It is that simple. It may mean a bit of inconvenience i 
for the congregations to get the budget paid. But it 
will not really mean sacrifice, so let us send it immedi- _ 
ately! 
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Chur ch News from here and there 


LUTHERAN COMPANION EDITOR 
HONORED ON 25th ANNIVERSARY 


Dr. E. E. Ryden has completed 25 
years as editor of the Lutheran Com- 
panion, weekly publication of the 
Augustana Lutheran Church. 


During his editorship, Dr. Ryden 
has seen the Companion grow in cir- 
culation from 10,000 to almost 100,000. 


Estimating he has written between 
3,000 and 4,000 editorials, Dr. Ryden 
said his biggest thrill as an editor 
came when he covered the constituting 
' assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in Amsterdam in 1948. 


= Besides being busy as an editor Dr. 
:, Ryden has held a number of other re- 
; sponsible positions. From 1938 to 1942 
he was president of the American Lu- 
- theran Conference. For 13 years he 
E served as secretary of the joint com- 
4 mission on the common hymnal. The 
> Service Book and Hymnal now being 
used by eight Lutheran bodies is the 
result of the commission’s work from 
1945 to 1958. 


= - Dr. Ryden’s latest work, “The Story 
of Christian Hymnody,” is in the hands 

of the printers. It will be a volume of 
nearly 700 pages. 


_ REPORTS ON LUTHERAN 
_ CHURCHES IN LATVIA 


Twenty Lutheran churches are still 
_ open in Latvia, Dr. Reuben K. Young- 
_ dahl, pastor of Mount Olivet Lutheran 
_ church in Minneapolis, Minn., said on 
his return from a visit to that Soviet 
country. 

Believed to be the first American 
clergyman to visit Latvia in 19 years, 
- Dr. Youngdahl visited five of the 
_ churches and had an interview with 
; _ Archbishop Gustof Toors, head of the 
meetsen Lutheran Church. 


- The archbishop estimated there were 
“700,000 Lutherans in the country com- 
pared with 1,200,000 prior to World 
War Il, he said. Many churches 
damaged during the war have not yet 
been repaired, he added, but several 
new churches have been opened. 


WISCONSIN SYNOD SUSPENDS 
_ CONTROVERSIAL PASTOR 


_ The Western District of the Evan- 
Biscticxt Lutheran Joint Synod of Wis- 
-consin has suspended the pastor of a 
Lutheran church near here for taking 
Holy Communion with ministers of 
another synod and permitting women 
in his congregation to vote. 


Pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran church, 


at Whitehall, Wis., the Rev. Richard 
L. Buege, 30, said he would appeal 
the decision and seek the ouster from 
office of the three district officials 
who signed his suspension. 

Mr. Buege has been under fire from 
the synod’s Western District for receiv- 
ing Communion with pastors of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and at- 
tending their conferences, as well as 
for allowing women to vote in his local 
church affairs. 

The minister has claimed that re- 
ceiving Communion with ELC pastors 
does not violate Scriptures. He has 
quoted an official synod statement to 
prove his position. This statement 
reads, he said: “We believe and teach 
that where Scripture has not spoken 
decisively or is silent, differences of 
opinion may be held without violating 
Scripture or breaking the bonds of 
fellowship.” 


Mr. Buege also is pastor of a 
second congregation, St. John’s, in 
Arcadia, about 17 miles southwest of 


here. Both of his congregations are§ 
in areas dominated by ELC churches, 
with the nearest other Wisconsin yng 
parish some 40 miles away fror Q 
Whitehall. ;| 

Before he became pastor of both, 
churches in 1954, he said, the congre-. 
gations “struggled for survival.” B tt 
since then, he added, they have been } 
more successful “because they forgot! 
all about fighting other Lutherans and 
did the real work of the Church.” | 

Pastor Buege’s suspension order was: 
signed by the Rev. Richard W. Muel-- 
ler, president of the Western ean | 
the Rev. Walter Wegner, vice-pres 
dent; and the Rev. Norbert Pau 
second vice-president. 

Last January members of St. Paul’s: 
church voted, 70 to 19, to retain Mr. 
Buege as their pastor despite his con- 
troversy with district officials. 


THEOLOGIAN HITS 
EXISTENTIALIST PHILOSOPHY 
A Protestant theologian in Chicago? 
assailed any philosophy of living which 
maintains that man must go throu 


(Continued on page 5) 


ENROLLMENT FOR LUTHERAN FOUR-YEAR COLLEGES 
Arranged in order of total number of students working for credit, including ; 
all departments and schools of college level and above. Only four-year colleges 


are listed. 


ere 


Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana ................ 


2 Wittenberg College Springfield, Ohio .................... 2,258 

3. Upsala College, East Orange, New Jersey ................ 1,931 
*4.  St,Olaf, ‘Northfield,’ Minnesota “12.5.2 esc. eee 1,840 

5. Wagner College, Staten Island, New York ................ 1,704 

6. Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania ............ 1,606 
*7. Pacific Lutheran College, Tacoma, Washington ............ 1,548 
*8. Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesotai ................ 1,543 
*9. Capital University, Columbus, Ohio ............)o..c.e«.- 1,434 
10. Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois .................. 1.384 
*11. Augustana College, Sioux Falls, South Dakota ............ 1372 
12. Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Pennsylvania ............ 1.277 
*13. Luther* College, Decarahis Jows .J2.c: o.seeu cet ace. eee 1,225 
14. Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minnesota ........ 1.120 
15. Augsburg College, Minneapolis, Minnesota ............... 1,083 
16. Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, North Carolina .......... ‘947 
*17. Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa ........cccccccccecuccce 941 
18. Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, Illinois ........ 855 
19. Thiel College, Greenville, Pennsylvania .................. vara 
20. Roanoke College, Salem, Virginia .................0c.00-. 694 
21. Newberry College, Newberry, South Carolina ............ 663 
22. Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kansas .................6... 640 
23. Midland College, Fremont, Nebraska ................ 624 
*24. Texas Lutheran College, Seguin, Texas .......... ee 591 


25. Hartwick College, Oneonta, New York 
26. Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebraska Don 
27. Waterloo College, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 


28. Carthage College, Carthage, Illinois S48 oui se any 

29. Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania ...... 501 

*30. Dana College, Blair, Nebraska .......................... 369 

31. Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Indiana § ~ ; > 
(Includes Juniors and Seniors as «ve ein ee ey ee ee 358 + 


TOTALS 


* Colleges affiliated with The ALC to be formed in 1960. — 


| 


Total | 
Students O a y 
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The Washington Observer 


By Gerhard Lenski 


THE QUESTION OF NEPOTISM 
ONCE MORE 
While it is not legally wrong for a 
Congressman to hire members of his 
own family or close relatives to serve 
as his office helpers at nice salaries, 
this practice as currently revealed in 
the nation’s capital is provoking a lot 
of unpleasant discussion. 
One Congressman is reported as hay- 
ing employed his 19 year old son as 
his “public relations” man at a salary 
in excess of $11,000 a year. A Senator 
admits placing his daughter, a law 
student, in charge of his office with 
a pay of $12,000 a year. A good many 
similar cases are reported. Pay checks 
e said to run from a few thousands 
to a high of $16,000 a year. Let these 
mounts be added to the by-no-means 
paltry pay of the office incumbent 
Rims and it will be readily apparent 
at being a Congressman can be 
turned into a very remunerative per- 
formance. 

The widespread criticism of nepotism 
Bic hiring of one’s own relatives 
and family members—is for the most 

part in order. The office of a Con- 
gressman must be kept high and holy. 
It is bound to lose in dignity, moral 
influence and power once it is allowed 
to become a stepping stone to com- 
mercial gain and quick, easy enrich- 
ment. 
. Congressmen should be well paid— 
@s indeed they already are. They 
should be so well paid that financial 
necessity need not disturb or affect 
their work. But Congressmen who 
re in the business for the sake of the 
oney they can get for themselves and 
ir families place themselves in a 
stionable position. If they cannot 
ee and sense the danger involved in 
vyhat they do, it is certainly to be ex- 
ted that voters back home, once 
ry get the facts in the case, will 
ose some one else more idealistical- 
‘inclined and less commercially 
ed to represent them here in 


"he Federal Prisons Bureau says 
+ civil executions reached a low 
year since 1930 when national 
-ds were first set up. The high 
- in 1935 when 199 criminals were 
ited. Last year’s low was 48. 
ing at the decline in the national 
ord and observing the fact that a 
ber of states have already abolish- 
he death penalty, it would appear 
. the day may come when this ex- 
e form of punishment will be 
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abolished altogether in our land. 

The F.B.I. report indicates a nation- 
wide increase in crime, not a large one, 
but still a disconcerting one. Practical- 
ly all our church groups have grown 
during the past year. This is not as 
great an occasion for rejoicing as it 
might appear for the simple reason 
that the rate of increase in the total 
population considerably outstrips the 
growth in our churches. Also, as in- 
dicated in the foregoing, while the 
churches are increasing, crime also is 
increasing. 

The District statistician tells us that 
Washington, the nation’s capital, is 
now 47% white and 53% non-white 
(mostly colored.) Approximately 75% 
of all children in Washington public 
schools are now colored. Washington’s 
high crime rate has commonly been 
blamed on the colored. It is signifi- 
cant, however, to note that last year’s 
increase in the colored population has 
been accompanied by a marked decline 
in the local crime rate. More colored 
—but less crime than when we had 
more white and less colored! 

Statistics do not always tell the 
whole story or even the true story. 
Still they are important. Especially 
is this true for our church leaders as 
they survey the future and direct us 
on our way. 


KENNEDY FOR PRESIDENT? 

Once more the tantalizing question 
arises in our land—what about a 
Roman Catholic as President? Would 
that be safe? Desirable? 

Senator John Kennedy, Democrat of 
Massachusetts, inspires the question. 
He is a Roman Catholic, a very popu- 
lar, personable young man. In the 
minds of many he is regarded as high- 
ly capable, as one who might make 
a good President if nominated and 
then elected. But could that happen 
and would it be good if it did? Ah, 
that’s the question. 

Senator Kennedy, while he is known 
to be a devoted Catholic and very gen- 
erous to the Roman Catholic Church, 
is generally regarded as being very 
liberal and broad-minded. In fact, he 
has publicly expressed himself in terms 
so American, so freedom-loving and 
so Protestant that he has given not 
a little offense to some of his own 
Catholic brethren. Senator Kennedy 
believes in the separation of church 
and state apparently pretty much in 
the American conception of what such 
belief involves. He believes in free- 
dom, religious freedom as provided 


under the Constitution. He believes 
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it would be unconstitutional for the 
Roman Church to receive public funds 
for the benefit of its parochial and 
church schools. He believes that noth- 
ing should stand above his oath to 
honor and defend the Constitution. On 
all these vital points Senator Ken- 
nedy’s declarations seem clear, un- 
equivocal, sincere, safe. 

Some leading Catholic editors have 
already found fault with Senator Ken- 
nedy’s statements and on that score 
there may be many Catholics unwilling 
to vote for him in event he is nom- 
inated. On the other hand, there will 
probably be many Protestant Demo- 
crats who will give him their support. 
In short, at this early stage the issue 
is very much mixed and it is more 
than difficult to make any prediction. 
Meanwhile. what to do about it all? We 
must not get excited or argumentive. 
In our own quiet way, let us try to 
make our Christian faith as expressed 
in its Protestant-American formulation 
so appealing that even the Roman — 
Catholics begin to like it and accept 
it. While we are not sure that this 
has already happened with Senator — 
Kennedy, still there is reason to be- — 
lieve that something of the sort is — 
taking place. For Roman Catholics — 
to undergo such a change—this would 
be a real solution for the problem, 
certainly a much better one than any 
victory gained in a campaign of bit- — 
terness and vituperation. : 


CHURCH NEWS ig 
(From page 4) f 
life alone as the “Satan” of modern — 
times. 


a 


Dr. Daniel Duy Williams of Union s 
Theological Seminary, New York, said "4 
that religion today is confronted with — i 
the existentialist belief that people ki 
are alone in the world without any 
source of help except their own “cour- — 
age and freedom.” A 


He told participants of the 28th an- 4 
nual Ministers Week at Chicago Theo- — 
logical Seminary that Christianity — 
“holds out more hope than existential-— 
ism because it teaches that man is_ 
sustained by a power greater than him- 
self, a ee superior to all forces of 
destruction.” 

“For existentialists man’s life is ae 
plunge toward nothingness. Death and > y 
dissolution is the fate of all things 

. Man must walk resolutely in this 
darkness which surrounds his life,” | 
he said. “Thus nothingness has be-— 
come for modern man the equivalent 
of Satan. It tempts man to cowardice — 
and a life sustained by illusions.” ke 

The professor of Christian theology, | 
who delivered a series of lectures dur-— 
ing the Week, declared that the tra- 
ditional symbol of Satan as “the enemy — 

(Continued on page 16) 
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The campus model shows the chapel in the ce nter of the quadrangle in the foreground. Th 
buildings in the quadrangle are the commons ouilding (upper left), auditorium (lower left), ad 
ministration-classroom building (lower right), and classroom building (upper right). 


Plans for a new campus in Golden Valley, Minnesota, for 
The Lutheran Bible Institute of Minneapolis were announced 
by the president of LBI, the Reverend Bernt C. Opsal. The 
decision was made by the LBI corporation which held its 
meeting in the chapel of LBI’s downtown location at 17th 
Street and Portland Avenue. After five years of careful 
study, planning, and prayer, this unique building program 
will be started sometime next August. 


The over-all plan on the 30-acre campus calls for a chapel 
in the center with a glass-enclosed walkway surrounding 
it. At each corner of the quadrangle there is a building 
suited to the needs of the school. The first phase of the 
building program, not to exceed $1,750,000, will include 
three buildings in the quadrangle and two dormitories. The 
one building is an auditorium which is a multi-service build- 
ing including a gymnasium and music department. The 
second building is the commons building which has within 
it a library, cafeteria, bookstore, and lounge. The third 
building is the first of two educational units which will in- 
clude classrooms and office space as well as a small chapel. 
Two dormitories will be constructed at this time, housing 66 
students each. The second phase calls for the fourth build- 
ing in the quadrangle to be constructed within the next 5 
years. The third phase of the over-all plan calls for a chapel 
to be built within the following 5 years. Additional dor- 
mitories will be built as funds are available and as the stu- 
dent body grows, with a total capacity on campus of 660. 


This building program is a very unusual one in that the 
architecture speaks forth to the passer-by the very nature 
of LBI’s program. The sides of the buildings of the quad- 
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rangle contain triangular windows signifying the Holy Trin- 
ity; the solid material supplementing the windows will be 
built in the form of a shield. signifying the shield of faith 
as described by the apostle Paul in Ephesians 6. After the 
steel frame of the building is erected, the exterior walls of 
poured concrete, surfaced with a marble chip and cement! 
mixture, will be lifted into place and secured to the struc- 
tural steel frame. The chapel design, which is still in a 
state of development, is a modern one. It is a seven-sided 
figure signifying the seven gifts of the Spirit as well as the 
seven last words of Christ, the figure seven itself being a 
number of perfection. } 

Architecturally, four factors were considered: outstanding: 
design, economy of construction, expansibility, and land-. 
scaping. The feeling sought was that the campus would fit 
into or with the residences which surround it, yet be dis-. 
tinctly and provocatively modern—an outstanding visual 
invitation to students. In keeping with this, buildings will! 
take advantage of the low rolling hills with the dormitories 
nestled into the sides of the hills. The structure will be: 
colorful and individually interesting in design, yet enough. 
alike to establish unity of purpose and effect. The Bees | 
will include interesting pathways, small pavilions for res! 
and meditation, terraces, lake, sculpture, and large murals 
done in various media. Provision will be made for pla es 
for displays and work of Christian art made by the studen: S.. 
In summary, the goal is an entire campus which tells o! 
God, His Word, and Christ the Savior. 

The auditorium will be a center for youth events and 
Luther League and church activities, etc., and will accom 
modate as many as 2500 people. 


- grace we shall attend 
* marriage feast in heaven, 
rsuing to the end 
- strive with patience given 
carry burdens dreary; 
though the way be weary, 
ieving what Christ said 
steadfast look ahead. 
4 


A view looking into the commons building, showing the lounge and the courtyard with the din- 
ing room in the background. This picture also shows the triangular windows signifying the Holy 
Trinity and the solid material between the windows in the form of a shield signifying the shield 
<4 of faith. A cross is also included in this design. 


By Grace We Shall Attend 


The pilgrim on his way, 
With burdens sore encumbered, 
Looks forward to the day, 


When all life’s miles are numbered; 


Afflictions he has suffered, — 
And sacrifices offered, 

Do not his walk delay, 
But spur him on his way. 


Indeed, the way we know. 
Our fainting hearts are yearnin 
In sadness here below, 
Awaiting His returning; 
Now moor our path opposes, 
And then in midst of roses 
We walk through joy and pain 
Until we heaven attain. 
A translation of Hans Adolf Bror- 


son’s hymn, Skal fri og frelst vi hist, 
by Fred C. M. Hansen. 


THE STEW IN STEWARDSHIP 


Mr. I. M. Hungry and his family 
came to the church supper. They had 
paid $1.25 per plate for a meal they 
would have received at about $2.00 
per plate in a public eating place. Mr. 
Hungry had been sold on the idea 
of coming to the church supper with 
ie the persuading sales talk that if he 
came he would be helping a good 
cause. He, however, knew well enough 
_ that the cause that would benefit the 
most was himself and his family. 
Where else could they get so much 
_ good food at such a low price? When 
he left the table and put the torch 
to his 25¢ cigar he had a feeling of 
satisfaction making himself believe 
_ that he had helped the church. 


_ Mr. Hungry’s family was able to 
eat so economically because the 
members of the Busy Bees had made 
the jello salad and baked cakes and 
__ the other members had brought dozens 
of other articles. There was but a 
slight cash outlay for the Busy Bees. 
They realized a good profit on the 
supper because they had contributed 
_ the food. They had also worked hard 
- all day to prepare for the affair. 


_ There is nothing in the New Testa- 
ment to suggest that there is anything 
_ inconsistent with the ethics or theol- 
_ ogy of the church in buying and selling 
‘suppers in the church. There is, how- 
ever, something to suggest that this 
is not stewardship. There is nothing 
to suggest that a person may discharge 
‘his stewardship responsibilities by 
helping to serve or by purchasing a 
church supper. 


_ If the serving of suppers or the 
buying and selling of anything in the 
church is or becomes a substitute for 
good stewardship, then the stew is 
in stewardship. If the serving of sup- 
pers is designed to save the members 
from giving of their money responsibly 
the supper itself is not wrong, but the 
attitude of the members is far from 
what the New Testament teaches a- 
bout giving. A person who is able to 
give $500 a year to the church cannot 


dismiss this with a church supper 
without getting the stew into steward- 


ship. 
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Church Building Styles 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 


Sir: 


eae act Be 2 a! CAE SP eublhanrnasinns ie Meamohele| 


There was a time when I did not like the so-called “modernistic” 
church design. A better word for this style is, of course, contemporary. | 
Now, I like it! a 

Too many new churches built during the last 15 years have been ; 
poor imitations of architectural styles created in the past. I have 
come to feel that in church architecture we face the same truism that i 
we face in poetry: The world has one Shakespeare; it does not need |) 
an imitation of Shakespeare. The world will always need poetry, but 
it will need creative poetry, not imitation. | 

The world will continue to need church buildings. We can even |} 
say that it will need church buildings regardless of their architectural ; 
style. It can also be said with emphasis that the important thing about | 
a church is the spirituality of its members, not the quality of its q 
building design. But we cannot overlook the fact that temples of j 
God, emulating the description of Solomon’s temple, ought to be things | 
of beauty. { 

~Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. So, when I first encountered | 
a church building of contemporary design, I failed to see its beauty. 
My eyes were accustomed to certain definite church architectural / 
concepts from childhood. The human eye is the most prejudiced of it 
bodily organs. It is conservative It does not readily accept new forms. 1} 
To some extent it rebels against being startled. To put it bluntly, i) 
contemporary church architecture left me cold to begin with. ' 

But there happens to be such a thing as objectivity in beautiful 1) 
architecture. My eye is today capable of beholding much beauty, yes, 
and even more objective beauty in the contemporary church buildings 7 
that are well-conceived aesthetically, than in the old styles. Both in | 
my travelling and in books pieturing church buildings I have seen 
examples of church architecture in contemporary style that surpass : 
in beauty anything ever built in days of old, or copied today from 4 
ages past. There are some new church buildings today which are truly | 
sermons in stone, wood, and brick. When the site is well-chosen and 
the architecture bold in concept some of these new buildings speak of | 
God in a manner never before accomplished. - 

Let’s face it. Some of the ancient churches spoke mostly of the | 
church as an authoritarian institution. Their elaborateness bespoke | 
its intricate theological conflicts. Their massiveness was essential, ! 
but too earthly, partly because the builders of bygone years were 
limited as to style by building materials then available. But even so, 
they, missed one point about man and God. They missed the point 
of simplicity! Today’s straighter lines and less massive effects are 
less depressing and speak more of God’s grace. 

Also, contemporary design, when well done, speaks more to the | 
man of today. Twentieth century man can better understand contem- Bil 
porary architectural beauty. In America, where nearly 90 per cent 
of our people live in urban areas, the contemporary church building || 
speaks a more colloquial and therefore a more intelligible language. 
The newer church styles may not impose themselves on him so much | 
(nor so depressingly), but they do seem to him to be more inviting. 
They assure him, moreover, that. the church, too, is capable of adjust- =| 
ing its physical temples to fit the needs of the hurrying, scurrying 
modern man. I would have all modern church buildings designed | 
so der ph pth Baca pee ewig oon! slow down a bit when driving by > 
instead o urrying to get away from the fear i 
ee eee forms * othtteetne carson, SPS a 

emples eternal is a good nomer for church buildings— u% 
they will stand forever, but because they speak of ctomity eine God. | 
Let our architects be encouraged by building committees and pastors i 
ae ea es any anton he show themselves approved by speak- i 
ing o od to twentieth century man 
pe given them. y through the talent that God | 

e only thing that I find it difficult to appreciate i 
should petog squab Wite: neta tee roof. I don't think a chun 
shou e too squat with no walls and al i is i 
a matter of taste. 2 SO Eee es 


Yours, 
Scrip Sundry. 


P. S. Better that no roof be seen at all, than to have too much of it! a 


: 

| | 

| 

i 
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A Letter 


“METHOD OF EVANGELISM” 

In the March 9th issue of The Ansgar Lutheran is pub- 
lished an editorial on methods of evangelism. In Lutheran 
Herald (ELC) and Lutheran Standard (ALC) have also been 
published articles on the two recent evangelism conferences, 
Madison, Wis. and Los Angeles, Calif. None of the three 
writers criticize evangelism as such, for evangelism is the 
chief responsibility of the Church. They criticize the meth- 
ods of evangelism, and I think there is justification for 
their criticism. The present day method of evangelism is 
in line with the present day tendency in the Church to get 
every branch of the church work streamlined. We have 
boards, boards, and more boards. We have committees, 
The Church is getting 
top- -heavy with machinery. The much machinery is making 
- of noise, but does it produce spiritual power generated 
by the Holy Spirit. It is too much like the old steamboat 
on the Mississippi river which had a small boiler but a 
very large whistle. When the whistle blew the engine 
stopped. 


committees, and more committees. 


a 

i We need to restudy the Acts of the Apostles, the book 
Bihich can rightly be called The Acts of the Holy Spirit. 
‘It is the best book on evangelism yet written. That book 
tells us that it was the effective preaching and teaching of 
‘he Word of God in the local field that brought results. 
In the Apostolic Church the work was not done by di- 
rectives issued by committees, but by witnessing of in- 
“dividuals in the local fields. The Christians felt the burden 
of the call from God to bring others to Christ, and they 
‘did. Due to this witnessing of the individuals, we read 
‘again and again in Acts: “The Word of God grew and 
“multiplied.” “For he, Barnabas, was a good man, full of 
the Holy Spirit and faith. And a large company was added 

the Lord.” Acts 11:24. 


a would be a good thing to have Bible studies on the book 
‘of Acts in every congregation. It would also be a good 
thing if pastors would preach a series of 28 sermons on the 
28 chapters of Acts. The Acts is a book of practical Chris- 
ti anity; it is practical Christianity because it presents the 
“basic principles of Christianity. 


Observator 


SELF RENOUNCED 
By Leonard Price 


‘The spirit of cross-bearing is that of self-renunciation. 
mes Robertson says, “Daily cross-bearing is death to 
ry ambition.” To most of us the death of the glorifica- 
_of self is the most excruciating experience known. A 
formation will but agitate that love of self. Nothing but 
transformation will eradicatte it. 

ntil Christ can become the uncontested Lord of our 
S, we are in no sense bearing our cross. Jesus says, 
any man will come after me, ae him deny himself, and 
up his cross, and follow me.” 

rthur Toynbee talks of “The stimulus of blows.” 
r says, “The disciples made every frustration a stimula- 
” Jeremiah tells of the heathen who have plenty of 
ins, put no profit. He who bears every cross for Jesus’ 
ll yield fruit to God’s glory. 


An-- 
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THE WEEK AT DANA. 


your midcontinent college 


Left to right: Dr. Schiotz, Dr. Rieke, Dr. Juel, Mr. Phil 
Pagel (Dana Adm. Coun.), Rev. Olsen and Dana President | 7) 
Dr. Madsen. 


The Men for the Ministry Conference held on Dana’s 
campus Saturday, March 7, was the best attended con- 
ference to date, according to ALC Youth Director Dr. — 
Marcus Rieke. Thirty-two conferences had been held — 
across the country prior to the Dana conference, but 
none came near the record attendance of 313 young | x, 
people. 


A heavy snow the week before the conference didn’t 
hamper the turnout. Young people from five states 
(Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma and South oo 
attended. 


The Men For The Ministry Conferences, held to ac-— 
quaint young men of the church with the needs and 
joys of the gospel ministry, are jointly sponsored by the 
Brotherhoods, Administrations and Youth Offices of 
the American Lutheran Church, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Lutheran Free Church and the United Ev 
gelical Lutheran Church. 


Dr. Rieke was in charge of the day’s program. Dr. 
Fredrik Schiotz, President of the ELC, and Dr. Einer 
Juel, M. D. of Atlantic, Iowa (Dr. Juel is a member of 
the Board of Trustees of Dana College) and Rev. J. ames 


Olsen of Lincoln, President of the Nebraska oe 4 
UELC, were on the program. 3 


The deadline for receiving orders for Christian Higher 


Education Sunday Bulletin covers is March 27. 
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‘THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


“THE KING IS DEAD.” Those were the words in 
‘ black type spread across one newspaper in Feb. 1952, 
when King George VI died. 


S He was described as “the king who put duty first... 
a man of unblemished character . . . kind and noble, 
a symbol of justice . . . irreproachable .. . a true king 
. humble . . . defender of the faith . . . a most wise 
Bond gentle ting whom all his subjects mourn.” 


_“Kings and queens, princes and presidents headed 
~ the long line of mourners . . . the queue stretched more 
than two miles.” On his coffin rested the crown, the 
ol of royalty on earth. There was one bouquet of 
lies, symbol of resurrection, as a last tribute. Guards 
Ph ept watch, and three queens in black said goodbye to 
_ their son, father, and husband; two Elizabeths and his 
- mother Mary. 


_~ 


ES 


> _ We think of One who was born King of kings, humble, 
kind, noble, wise, gentle, of unblemished character for 
He was without sin. He did only good; healed the sick, 
4 aised the fallen, comforted and helped multitudes. 
J esus was His name, King yet a Prince, Prince yet a 
King! He was mamiad by all except a few; afflicted, 
‘oppressed, yet He died for those very persons who 
ridiculed and spat upon Him, and for all. He did not 
die peacefully in His sleep, but suffered the horrible 
anguish and agony of crucifixion, as well as the indig- 
nity. 

_ He was born King of the Jews, but they did not 
mourn His death, except for a very few. There were 
no two-mile lines of people waiting to pay loving and 
tender tribute to Him. But there were many who passed 
by the Cross, who spat upon Him, railed on Him and 


- 
we 


“THE KING IS DEAD” 


John W. Nielsen, Editor 


cursed Him. He had a crown of deep, long thorns in 
of glittering jewels; no tribute of lilies though He was 
resurrection and life itself. Guards kept watch, but not 
loving subjects were they, and yet one realized that 
“truly this was the son of God.” There were the three 
women and others who grieved and lingered at the Cross, 
His mother Mary among them, Mary Magdalene, and 
no doubt Elizabeth. * 


Pad 


“THE KING IS DEAD!” No big black headlines like 
that for Jesus. But there was a sign placed above His 
head on the Cross: “This is Jesus of Nazareth, King 0 of 
the Jews.” 


Yes, He died, but with our King, the story doaaat 
etgitve “Up foth the grave He arose, with a might 
triumph o’er His foes; He arose a victor from the dark 
domain, and He lives forever with His saints to 1 eign; 
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah, Christ arose!” 


OUR KING IS NOT DEAD! He lives, and yee ig 
subjects dearly and tenderly, watching thieeis arefull 
understanding their needs, and urging them to beli ve 
in Him, trust and obey Him, and all will be well 2 
them now and hereafter. The thorn-crowned, 1 
scarred King is unfailing, unchanging, able and y 
to solve every problem, ease every beara 
every pain, cleanse from every stain, and is comin 
receive His own. Death has lost its sting, death re swal- 
lowed up in victory! ‘Seis 
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Golgotha of Chicago 
Holds Youth sundey 


_ The Luther League of Golgotha Lutheran Church in 
Chicago, Illinois, held Youth Sunday on February 8, 
1959. As is the custom, several leaguers took part in 
the morning worship service. Young people read the 
three lessons for the day and delivered talks on the 
Pe iritual and service aspects of the Luther League. One 
ot the counsellors explained “The Sponsor’s Point Of 
View.” Ushers for the day were also leaguers, and the 
young people as a group sang two hymns. A solo was 
= sung by the Luther League President. 

On Easter morning our League sponsors a sunrise 
service and breakfast. The service is open to the entire 
congregation, but the breakfast is for leaguers only. 

is year, besides the usual lesson reading, ushering, and 
‘songs by young people, one of our former leaguers, 
‘Eugene De Veaux, from Dana College, will preach the 
sermon. In the past the leaguers have cooked their 
‘own breakfast, but this year we have a special treat— 
‘Our sponsors and Pastor Olsen will be chief cooks and 
bottle washers! 
~ We all hope that God will sustain and bless us in these 
endeavors to further His work through the youth of 
lgotha. 


Janice Rider 


4 Youth Sunday at Brush 


~ Youth Sunday at First English Lutheran Church was 
held March ist. Older members of the congregation 
ubbed their eyes as the youth took over functions in 
the service. Barbara Chandler played the organ and 
Bei, Staby led the choir anthem. Leaguers, who do 
most of the choir work in the congregation every Sun- 
day, also led in parts of the Service. Scripture selections 
were read by Leaguers and talks given. Laurie Harbert 
poke on the League theme, “Forward with Christ.” 
‘rancis Fries outlined briefly the local League program 
nd Arnold Steffensen, League treasurer told of what 


=a and visitors at the ode following the services. 
_ First English Lutheran Church has a good youth pro- 
gram. The core of it is that the youth of the congrega- 


aes ee” 
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Youth Office Bulletin Board 


TO PALM SUNDAY CONFIRMANDS... We 
pray that God will bless you with strong faith in 
Jesus Christ, your personal Savior. He will never 
fail you! Let Him continue to work in your life 
through His Word and His Sacraments. We wel- 
come you to the ranks of nearly 4000 confirmed 
youth in our Church and The Luther League. We 
hope you will find inspiration and Christian fellow- 
ship in your local Luther League. 


“THE BALD MOUNTAIN INCIDENT” 
This is a skit from modern teen life written by 
James S. Kerr, Associate editor of “ONE” Maga- 
zine. With a cast of six the skit demonstrates the 
meaning of our Luther League theme: “FOR- 
WARD WITH CHRIST.” Copies of the skit may 
be had from the Youth Office for only 5¢ each. 


ARE YOU A MEMBER ... of the Pocket Testa- 
ment League who reads at least a chapter of the |} 
Bible every day? If not, why not? 


tion are known, loved, appreciated and put to wor. 
They are recognized as an integral part of the congre- — 
gation because they participate in the teaching of th 
Word and administration of the Sacraments. They g 
on to serve if and when they leave Brush. This year th 
Lutheran Student Association at Colorado Universit, 
Boulder, is headed by two former Brush Leaguers, Ray © 
Danielsen and Janet Petersen. At Colorado State Uni 
versity, Fort Collins, the LSA has Kenneth Marble 
president and Duane Kjeldgaard as Treasurer, bo 
from Brush. = 
Youth Sunday was ended by singing for the old folks © 
at the Eben Ezer Home. High school Leaguers loo! 
forward to Easter when college students (there are- 
eighteen this year) return. Easter morning finds the 
singing for shut-ins and invalids at Eben Ezer Hom 
Brush Hospital and elsewhere in the community, fo 
lowed by an Easter breakfast at the church. 
cS : 


= 


aires The Call? — Come 
One, Come All” 
Where? To Blair for the 
International Luther League 
Convention 
August 27-30 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


LL 


B Y 


THE 


EE EEE EEE! 


PALM SUNDAY AND MONDAY 


They pluck their palm branches and 
hail him as King, 
: Early on Sunday; 
_ They spread out their garments; 
4 hosanas they sing, 
Early on Sunday. 


But where is the noise of their hurry- 
4 ing feet, 

The crown they would offer, the 
B, scepter, the seat? 

Their King wanders hungry, 
, in the street, 

Early on Monday. 


—Edwin McNeal Poteat 


. 


THE INCOMPARABLE ONE 


forgot 


I refuse to be a pessimist because 
I know whom I have believed. and 
eo othing has happened in these recent 
fateful years which has invalidated 
a single claim ever made by Jesus 
: Christ. I see Him in our midst. I see 
Him apart. I see Him there, as never 
before, One other than all the rest, 
other than those sages and holy men 
of ancient Hinduism, other than Bud- 
dha an Mohammed, other than Moses 
and St. Paul, other than Kagawa and 
Gandhi and Ambedkar, I say I see 
him so other than all the rest; erect 
among the fallen, strong among the 
_weak, believing among the faithless, 
clean among the defiled, living among 
the dead, alive forevermore; therefore 
the fountain head of vitality, and the 
generating source of all the profound 
_ changes. 


—John R. Mott 


OLD HYMN—NEW MEANING 


People who live in the hills of 
Burma know nothing about the sea. 
| when the hymn, Jesus, Saviour, 
t Me, was being translated, it 
decided to substitute the word 
ngle for sea. To talk about the dan- 
ger of the jungle is something very 
real and vivid. For, in addition to 
wild animals and snakes, there is al- 
ways the danger of Chinese troops and 
bandits. 

‘Thus, in the Lahu language, the 
tr anslation of the hymn, Jesus, Sav- 
jour, Pilot Me, becomes: 

Jesus, Saviour, guide me 
as I travel through the dangerous 

_ jungle. 

P Unknown dangers lie before me. 
ou are the one who knows the 
Peectrail, 

Jesus, Saviour, be my guide. 


—Lit-Lit Newsletter 


PALM SUNDAY 


From an early date, the tenth cen- 
tury at least ,the Sunday before 
Easter has been called Palm Sunday 
because on this day the church or- 
dained that boughs of palm trees 
should be carried in procession, in 
imitation of those strewed before our 
Saviour as he rode into Jerusalem. 
The early Church ordained: 

1. That the palms be consecrated 
by priests. 

2. That a portion of the palms be 
preserved to be burned for holy ashes 
to lay on the heads of the people on 
Ash Wednesday in the following year. 

3. That the rest be distributed first 
among the assistant priests and next 
the congregation. 

4. That the procession take its way 
from the church through the streets 
of the town and back to the church 
again. 

In the days of miracle and mystery 
plays, it became popular for a priest 
to represent Christ by riding in the 
procession on an ass. Sometimes a 
wooden ass was used instead of a 
real one, and then the figure on its 
back, representing the Saviour was 


also of wood. The whole was mounted . 


on a platform with wheels and was 
drawn through the streets by ropes. 
The people threw down palms before 
this car as it passed, and eagerly 
picked them up after the wheels had 
run over them, guarding them after- 
wards as charms against storm and 
lightning. In some places, after the 
procession of the wooden ass was over, 
boys were allowed to hire the ass 
and its image rider from the sexton, 
to drag about the streets, while they 
begged for pennies. Half of all they 
got was pay of the sexton. 


In countries where real palms were 


not to be had, other kinds of branches. 


and boughs were used instead. In 
England willow boughs were the fav- 
orite substitute. Before England be- 
came Protestant these processions were 
extremely popular. When Henry VIII 
broke with the Church of Rome he 
specified the carrying of palms on 
Palm Sunday as one of the customs 
not to be discontinued. 


HE KNELT! 


By Gerdona Wilson 
That night when He held the fate 
Of the whole world suspended in His 
hand, 


He knelt to pray. 


He knew what was in store; he could 
see 


FIRESIDE 


at gta oe ne 
March 23, 1 1956 


The crown of thorns Me, the crosses 
three. E 

He knew He alone could save the 
world ; 
But only by dying on Calvary. 
He must choose either to live 
Or die and make men free. 


And then He said, “Thy will be done,’ 
And gave salvation to all the world, — 
As He knelt to pray. 7 


—Herald of Holiness 


—J 


THE NEON CROSS 
By Jean Hogan Dudley 


The neon cross hangs creaking, where 
The wind sweeps past a grey church 
stair, 
And walkers bending in the rain 
Must step across its crimson stain 
That blurs the pavement shining bare. 
Beyond, the city holds the flare 
Of theatre marquees, the glare 
Of flashing ads. How small, how plain 
The ‘neon cross! 
Yet this thin gleam against the ait 
Still calls us to the peace of prayer, 
Still speaks of joy that conquers pain, 
And love that seeks all mankind's 
atri s 3 a if 
Who turns to see it flaming there— 
The neon cross? 


af 


Inglewood, California — 


3, 

“Wal,” bragged the ancient patient, 

‘Tll be 80 my next birthday and | 

haven’t an enemy in the world.” | 

“That’s remarkable,” said the young 
one. 

“Yep,” went on the old one, 


a 
outlived every one of ’em.” “ 


a 


“Pa,” chirped little Ted, “what does 

a man’s better half mean?” 
“Usually,” his father said, 

means exactly what she says.” 


. TRUST 


When nothing whereon to lean Te 
mains, 
When strongholds crumble to dust; 
When nothing is sure but that Gag 
still reigns, 
That is just the time to trust. 
‘Tis better to walk by faith than s 
In ier path ee dae and minc 


no light, 
Is the time for our faith to s 
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How else can God be seated on the 
throne of our hearts if we do not 
vacate the throne of ourselves... 


The Pain of 
Self-Denial 


a ; By Roy O. McClain 


To speak of the pain of self-denial 
in a day which would rather hear one 
speak of self-expression is to draw 
the fire of millions. The art of deny- 
ing ourselves, even elemental pleas- 
ures, is nearly unknown. In His forth- 
pieht statement about being a disciple, 
Jesus said, “If any man would come 
after me let him deny himself .. .” 
- Quite well He knew that if there is 
no self- denial, there would not follow 
any crossbearing and steady following 
Him in service. Most of today’s psy- 
chology is aimed at _ self-assertion 
bringing oneself out, realizing the 
maximum expression, translating de- 
‘sire into reality. Restraint, renuncia- 
tion, denial seem to speak of a bygone 
‘era when men were afraid to face the 
pects of life. 

- Historically self-denial has been 
‘thought of as doing without certain 
food on specified days. While it takes 
degree of self-discipline to push 
ack from the table, this is hardly 
vhat Jesus referred to in His directive. 
If one denies himself of a new suit 
of clothes or a trip to the beach and 
Bives the money to some deserving 
ause, is this not fulfilling what Jesus 
d? Hardly. There is no doubt but 
vyhat such foregoing of new clothes in 
order that others might at least have 
ne kind of clothes is commendable 
rity, but the question keeps rising, 
at does Jesus mean by denying one- 
2 
ust this: let one make of himself 
1 stranger to himself. In no other 
itude can one become the true ser- 
rant of God. Such does not mean a 
sathing, ascetic, negative attitude to- 
‘ard oneself as though the death 
ulse had taken over. Not that at 
- One can refrain from meat—all 
of meat, as a matter of fact he 
a complete vegetarian—and still 
ranger to God. 
“Ap a 
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The holy man can trample live coals 
to prove his devotion to his religion 
but such hardly qualifies the spirit 
within. Every type of bodily rigor 
can be endured in the name of religion 
without remotely approaching this 
statement of Jesus that if any man 
would be His disciple he must first 
deny himself. The word to note is 
self. 


Not deny his back necessarily, nor 
for that matter, his stomach, but him- 
self. That is, his inner ego that cries 
out for expression, demanding rights, 
wanting to play the role of his own 
god, to take the initiative despite the 
consequences. It is the undying, proud 
inner self that conflicts with God and 
His purposes for the human soul. It is 
not uncommon to find a devoutly pious 
individual whose perfection of reli- 
gious fasting is admirable indeed, but 
beneath which there is an unregener- 
ate ego in constant turmoil and con- 
flict with God’s sovereignty. 


Once this aggravatingly hard lesson 
is learned, life takes on a strangely 
beautiful glow. Once self is decentral- 
ized and God is enthroned, then life’s 
momentum steps up its pace. Direction 
is enhanced in ratio to perspective and 
one never has that old “what am I sup- 
posed to be doing” feeling. While he 
may not be too happy about his speed, 
he never questions the fact of his di- 
rection. And all because he has en- 
throned God and dethroned self. 


As an early president of the United 
States lay at death’s door, the doc- 
tors advised that he be taken out in 
the country away from the noise of the 
city. To reach the country estate it 
was necessary to cut a temporary 
road across a portion of another farm- 
er’s front yard. But the farmer pro- 
tested, “Your road will cut right 
through my rose garden.” “Yes, that 
we regret, but it is all to try to save 
the life of the President.” “The Presi- 
dent?” the farmer answered. “Well, 
in that case, you can cut the road 
right through the middle of my house 
if need be.” 

Sometimes God’s will would cut 
right through the middle of some of 
our most cherished plans. We rebel, 
resent, protest, then when we see the 
real purpose, and yield the right of 
way, life’s fractions begin to add up. 

But let us not be fooled, this is a 
painful process. Self is not easily over- 
looked or discouraged; the ego when 
ignored, sometimes cowers, sulks, pities 
itself, and comes back fighting with 
injured fury. When I think of the 
great battles of the world: Argonne, 
Suribachi, Thermopylae, Waterloo, 
Tours ... these and many others, I 


think of the agonizing groans that ac- 


companied a whole symphony of pain, 
pain that was excruciating, torturing, 
incessant. Yet, much of that pain was 
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mostly physical often producing quick 
death. 

But the pain of slow conquest within 
man’s soul knows no end if he would 
shape a soul in the likeness of the 
Nazarene. And where does the pain 
come in? Isn’t this a day of moral 
easiness where we are taught to take 
religion with a grain of salt? Isn’t 
the positive approach the way of self- 
realization? 

An Oriental legend says that a man 
had a habit of awakening every morn- 
ing at six o’clock to say his prayers. 
One morning as he overslept, the 
devil woke the man up and said, 
“You’re late for your prayers.” 

“But isn’t it a bit odd that you, the 
devil, would wake a man up to pray 
to his God?” 3 

The devil answered, “Not exactly. — 
Yd rather wake you to say your 
prayers because if I permit you to. i 
sleep then when you do awake, you'll : 
feel penitent about the fact that you ~ 
didn’t get up to pray. Then you will E 
look up and confess. But if I wake 
you up promptly every morning, a 
can pray every day for twenty years © 
and feel a noble pride about it. That’s — 
why I nudged you this morning.” / 

Why deny ourselves? But for one — 
simple reason: that Christ may dwell 
within us as Lord and Master. This — 
is cause enough. Were there any other — 
way for this to be accomplished He © 
would have told us. ; 

That is why the apostle Paul ex- 
horts, “do all for the glory of God.” — 
When we get to that place where most — tet 
of our thinking is about someone else ; 
and about self only occasionally, we © 
are approaching that blessed reatizaain 
tion of what it means to deny our- 
selves. 

—Christian Woman ~ 
JUST G.B.S. _ 

George Bernard Shaw was having £ 
lunch in a restaurant, when an orches- | 
tra struck up a noisy tune. Without — 
intermission, it followed it with an- 
other. Shaw called the head waiter 
and asked: . 

‘Does the Raise play anything — 
on request?” My 

“Ves, sir,” the man replied. ‘Ts ther Te 


play?” 

“There is,’ said Shaw. 
to play dominoes until I have finishs! 
ed eating.” aa 
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THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


Based on the 
Apostles’ Creed 


BIBLICAL MATERIAL PREPARED FOR USE BY LUTHERAN CHURCHES 


THE COURSE is designed to teach what we believe about God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; to help each child understand what the Bible tells 
of the living God; to alert each child to the difference believing in God makes 
in his life; to widen each child’s appreciation of other believers in Christian 


churches throughout the world. 


NURSERY KINDERGARTEN 


Materials include a workbook, activity packet, 
and teacher’s guide for each of the four age 
levels, plus a booklet for the home and a 
superintendent’s guide. Related supplies in- 
clude a Pupil’s VCS Certificate, Church Bulle- 
tin, Letterhead, Offering Envelope. 


Write for a full-color brochure giving 
complete descriptions and prices. 


SAMPLE KIT available. Order yours 
now. Only $2.95. 


PRIMARY JUNIOR INTERMEDIATE 


Colorful use of creative work, Bible stories, 
and life experiences, to give the Creed mean- 
ing for each age level, makes WE BELIEVE 
an outstanding series. Teachers and pupils 
will be enthusiastic about emphasis and wide 
variety of expressional activity, items to make 
and take home for sharing of the learning 
experiences— songbooks, Hea puzzles, cen- 
terpieces, box movies, charts, booklets, book 
plates, puppets, mobiles, games, “My Christian 
Year” calendars, plaques, cut-outs, symbols, 
and many others. Complete teacher’s helps. 


WORKBOOKS, 35c ACTIVITY PACKETS, 64c¢ (Nursery, 79c) TEACHER'S GUIDES, $1.00 
SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE, $1.00 WE BELIEVE--AT HOME, 12c; 12, $1.20; 100, $9.00 


1388 North 17th Street 


Blair, Nebraska 


PLEASE SEND A 1959 VCS SAMPLE KIT FOR $2.95. 


| enclose $ 


Name. 
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News and Notes 


‘Continued from page 2) 


SEMINARY FACULTY 


s The twelve men pictured above are 
_ the Trinity-Wartburg Seminary facul- 
_ ty. Four of them have joined the 
_ teaching force since an earlier picture 
‘ D appeared in these columns; hence, 
this up-to-date picture and introduc- 
tion. 

_ The men in the first row, together 
with their respective departments, are 
_ from left to right: William D..Streng, 
Christian Education and Pastoral The- 
ology; John Burritt, librarian; Theo. 
I. Jensen, Systematic Theology; A. H. 
_ Ewald, president; August J. Engel- 
_brecht, Old Testament; Samuel F. 
Salzmann, Homiletics and Liturgics. 
- Second row, left to right: Emil W. 
Matzner, Systematic Theology; Paul C. 
Nyholm, Church History and Missions; 
Bernard J. Holm, Church History an: 
Symbolics; Julius H. Bodensieck, New 


BOOK. REVIEWS 

All books reviewed may be purchased from 
uutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebraska. 
It’s All in the Family 

By Joseph R. Hesteness, Augsburg 
Publ. House, 118 pages, $3.00. 
Family life is exposed to so many 
dangers and problems today, that the 
present volume comes as a great aid 
to direct the family through the peril- 
ous seas. This is not a book with 
many rules and prescriptions. It is a 
father who lives with his family and 
as he lives with his wife and children 
he reflects on the things that make 


Testament; Gerhard Krodel, New 
Testament; William A. Poovey, Homi- 
letics. 


Dr. William E. Hulme, professor of 
Pastoral Counseling, is on leave study- 
ing this year at Oxford University. 
William Weiblen, elected to the De- 
partment of Systematic Theology, is 
currently on leave studying at Er- 
langen, Germany. The Old Testament 
chair left vacant by the death of Dr. 
Ethan Mengers has not yet been filled. 
However, the Old Testament Depart- 
ment is in the very capable hands of 
Professor Engelbrecht. Our readers 
will be interested to know that the 
Board of Regents is in the process of 
calling an additional professor to the 
Department of Old Testament. 


Theo. I. Jensen 


for a happy family. A good gift book 
to young families. 


The Rising Tide 

By Gustaf Bernander, translated from 
the Swedish, Augustana Press, 70 
pages, paper bound, $1.00. 

The theme of this fine little book 
is: Christianity challenged in East 
Africa. The man interested in the 
Christian missions in Africa will do 
well to read this fine analysis of the 
problems of the revolutionary age, 
which also has come to Africa. What 
are the problems and what can be 


_and death vanish at the touch of 


done to advance the Kingdom of God 
in the face of Islam’s advance? 


PRAYER BOOK IN STEW 
BEEF GOES TO CHURCH 


Worshipers at a Mass in the Roma | 
Catholic church at Lannion, France, 
were shocked when a woman’s voic 
echoed through the building exclaim-— 
ing: “Oh, my Sunday dinner!” 

The parishioner had just found i . 
her handbag, carefully wrapped in 
greaseproof paper, a piece of bet 
which she thought was cooking in 
stew in her kitchen. 

Chilled by a sudden suspicion, the 
lady ran home immediately and found 
her prayer book floating with an as- | 
sortment of holy pictures among 
vegetables in the stewpot where 
had popped it in her haste to get © 
church. 


A TREASURE 

The Bible is the treasure of the | 
poor, the solace of the sick, and the | 
support of the dying, and while other 
books may amuse and instruct in a 
leisure hour, it is the peculiar triumph — 
of that Book to create light in the 
midst of darkness, to alleviate the sor- 
row which admits of no other allevia- 
tion, to direct a beam of hope to the 
heart which no other topic of co 
solation can reach, while guilt, desp 


holy inspiration. i‘ 
—Robert Hall in Gospel Herald | 


CHURCH NEWS 
(Continued from page 5) 
of mankind, luring man away fi om 
God, has take non a new relevance in 
politics and psychology.” 


Expanding on how the Chris an 
faith offers power to resist the sa 
lure, Dr. Williams said that brie 


temporary Satan is a “risk of ; 
dom.” 


“But God is not at the mercy 
this threat,” he stressed. 
dom which He grants to the er 


ment of the human spirit to any | 
outside itself.” 


new courage is possible in thes fe 
all temptation,” adding that Christ 
ity declares “no nation or party sho 
be allowed to tyrannize over th¢ 
man spirit. ag 


